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The Generational Wealth Playbook 
How Affluent Professionals Can Turn Their 
Legacy Into a Gift... Not a Tax Bomb 

 
Are You Leaving a Legacy... Or a Tax Bomb? 
Why do so many responsible parents focus on growing their IRA or 401(k) 
balances, but never ask what their children will actually receive after taxes? 
If your $3 million IRA could saddle your heirs with a $1.8 million tax bill, is 
that really the legacy you intended to leave? 
What’s the real cost of following traditional advice that prioritizes tax 
deferral over tax efficiency and family harmony? 

 
Why Do Traditional Advisors Ignore the SECURE Act’s 10-
Year Rule? 
Did your advisor ever explain that, since 2020, most non-spousal heirs 
must drain inherited IRAs within 10 years... often during their highest 
earning years... potentially pushing them into 37%+ tax brackets? 
How much of your ‘retirement success’ will actually end up in your 
children’s hands, and how much will quietly disappear to Uncle Sam? 
If your advisor’s plan ends with ‘let your kids figure it out,’ whose interests 
are they really serving? 

 
Are You Planning to Leave Money, or to Leave Legacy? 

What’s more important: 
Leaving your heirs a large account balance, or ensuring they receive the 
maximum after-tax value with minimal stress and conflict? 
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How would your family dinners feel if your children knew you’d set them up 
for success, not a tax nightmare? 
Are you ready to challenge the myth that ‘tax deferral is always best’ and 
discover a smarter way to build generational wealth? 

 
The Generational Wealth Playbook: 
Tax-Efficient Transfer Strategies & The Family 
Governance Framework 

 
Step 1: Expose the Tax Bomb Lurking in Your Retirement 
Accounts 

• Have you calculated the after-tax value of your IRA or 401(k), or are 
you just looking at the pre-tax statement? 

• Do your heirs know about the SECURE Act’s 10-year rule... and the 
penalties for missing required withdrawals? 

• What happens if your children inherit during their peak earning 
years... will they lose 30–40% or more to taxes? 

 
Step 2: Embrace Lifecycle Tax Planning... Not Just Tax 
Deferral 

• Are you using proactive Roth conversions to prepay taxes at today’s 
lower rates, so your heirs inherit tax-free assets? 

• Have you considered income smoothing, strategic gifting, or trust 
structures to minimize the ‘tax bomb’ effect? 

• What’s the cost of waiting until RMDs and forced withdrawals spike 
your tax bill and IRMAA surcharges? 
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Step 3: Leverage Tax-Efficient Wealth Transfer Tools 
• Are you maximizing your lifetime and annual gift exemptions to 

transfer wealth tax-free? 
• Have you explored trusts (GRATs, ILITs, FLPs) or life insurance to 

move assets out of your taxable estate and provide liquidity for heirs? 
• Are you coordinating your estate plan with your tax and legal 

advisors, or relying on outdated documents and assumptions? 

 
Step 4: Build a Family Governance Framework That Lasts 

• Does your family have a clear decision-making process, defined roles, 
and regular meetings to discuss wealth, values, and responsibilities? 

• Are your heirs educated about stewardship, philanthropy, and the 
purpose of your legacy... or are they left in the dark until it’s too late? 

• Have you created a family charter or constitution to guide both 
financial and non-financial decisions for generations to come? 

 
Step 5: Communicate Your Legacy... Not Just Your 
Numbers 

• Have you had open, honest conversations with your heirs about your 
intentions, expectations, and the responsibilities that come with 
wealth? 

• Are you using professional facilitation to mediate sensitive topics and 
prevent future conflicts? 

• What’s the risk of leaving your legacy to chance, rather than creating 
a shared family vision? 

 
Why I Refuse to Let My Clients’ Heirs Inherit a Tax 
Nightmare 
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After nearly 20 years as a Certified Mortgage Planner, I saw too many 
families torn apart by poor planning, hidden tax bills, and lack of 
communication. 
Why do I avoid risky investments? Because I’ve seen how ‘diversification’ 
and ‘market returns’ can fail when it matters most... and how a lack of tax 
planning can destroy even the best investment results. 
If you could pass on more wealth, with less tax and more family harmony, 
would you want to see how? 

 
The Questions Your Advisor Won’t Ask (But You Should) 

• How much will your heirs actually receive after taxes, fees, and 
forced withdrawals? 

• What’s your plan for the SECURE Act’s 10-year rule and the Widow’s 
Penalty? 

• Are you using lifecycle tax planning, or just hoping for the best? 
• Is your advisor truly acting in your best interest, or just following 

industry scripts that benefit Wall Street and the IRS? 

 
Ready to Build a Real Legacy... Not Just Leave Money? 
If you’re an affluent professional with $500K+ in retirement accounts and 
you’re questioning whether your current approach truly serves your legacy 
goals, I invite you to take the next step: 
Schedule your complimentary 15-minute Retirement Health Check 
call. 
This isn’t a sales pitch. It’s a focused conversation to help you: 

• Identify the hidden tax traps in your current legacy plan 
• Discover tax-efficient transfer strategies and family governance 

frameworks 
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• Learn how to turn your wealth into a true generational gift 
To request your 15-minute Retirement Health Check, click HERE 
to book on my calendar. 
If you want a deeper dive, ask about our 45–60 minute Virtual Discovery 
Session, where we’ll map out a custom legacy plan for your family. 
There’s no obligation, and you’ll walk away with clarity and confidence... no 
matter what you decide. 

 
What’s Your Legacy Really Worth? 
Every day you delay creating a lifestyle-first, tax-savvy legacy plan is 
another day you’re settling for uncertainty instead of confidence, and hope 
instead of guarantees. 
Are you ready to take control of your family’s future... and leave a 
legacy that truly lasts? 

 
This document is for informational purposes only and does not constitute 
financial, tax, or legal advice. Individual results may vary. Please consult 
with qualified professionals regarding your specific situation. Tax laws and 
regulations are subject to change. 
© 2026 KJ Financial and Kurt H. Jackson, Retirement Lifestyle 
Architect. All rights reserved. 

https://tidycal.com/kurt3/15-minute-confidential-retirement-vital-signs-review

